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TAGS: CGEN, AG 

SUB J : CONSULAR COMMISSION FOR AMCONSUL ORAN, ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT 

1. IN VIEW OF GREATLY INCREASED CONSULAR WORKLOAD AT 
AMCONSUL ORAN, WE BELIEVE THAT CURRENT ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT, MRS. CHRISTINA COLBERT, AND ALL FUTURE ADMINISTRA- 
TIVE ASSISTANTS SHOULD BE ACCORDED VICE CONSULAR COMMISSIONS 
FOR PERIOD OF ASSIGNMENT IN ORAN. 

2. AS DEPT IS AWARE, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT AT AMCONSUL 
ORAN HAD VICE CONSULAR COMMISSIONS FROM OPENING OF POST UNTIL 
1967 AT WHICH TIME POST'S PERSONNEL WAS CONSILIDATED TO THAT 

OF WORKING COUPLE. GIVEN LIMITED NUMBER OF AMERICANS 
RESIDENT IN ALGERIA AND RELATIVELY SMALL NUMBER OF AMERICANS 
TRAVELING TO THE U.S. IN FIRST YEARS FOLLOWING BREAK IN 
RELATIONS, FACT THAT ONLY ONE OF TWO AMERICAN OFFICIALS AT 
POST HAD CONSULAR AUTHORITY AND HENCE OFFICIAL STANDING WITH 
LOCAL AUTHORITIES WAS NOT SERIOUS PROBLEM. 

3. SITUATION HAS, HOWEVER, CHANGED DRAMATICALLY IN PAST FEW 
YEARS: ALGERIA POST REPORT FOR 1969 STATED THERE WERE FIFTY 
AMERICANS IN DISTRICT S FIVE DEPARTMENTS; CONSULAR DISTRICT 
NOW COMPOSED OF TEN DEPARTMENTS AND HAS MORE THAN EIGHT 
HUNDRED RESIDENT AMERICANS-A NUMBER WHICH SEEMS CERTAIN TO 
CLIMB TO OVER ONE THOUSAND BY NEXT YEAR. AMCONSUL ORAN 
HAS HAD CORRESPONDING INCREASE IN ITS CONSULAR WORKLOAD. 
WHILE POST DID ONLY TWENTY-FOUR NOTARIALS IN FY-71, TWO 
HUNDRED FORTY WERE PERFORMED IN FY-74. ISSUING ONLY 24 NIVS 
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4. BIWEEKLY COURIER TRIPS TO ALGIERS, VISITS TO AMERICANS 
IMPRISONED SOME THREE HOURS FROM ORAN, AND 
OFFICIAL TRAVEL THROUGHOUT DISTRIC MAKE IT LIKELY THAT 
CONSUL WILL ONE DAY BE ABSENT FROM CONSULATE AT TIME OF 
EMERGENCY, FOR EXAMPLE WHEN HIS INTERVENTION IS REQUIRED TO 
SECURE WAIVER OF ALGERIAN EXIT VISA FOR MEDICAL EVACUATION. 
MOREOVER, FOREIGN VISA APPLICANTS AND MORE IMPORTANTLY, 
MEMBERS OF AMERICAN COMMUNITY ARE ALREADY AT TIMES 
INCONVENIENCED BY BEING UNABLE TO OBTAIN ROUTINE 
CONSULAR SERVICES DURING ABSENCE OF CONSUL. CONVERSELY, 
CONSUL HAS OFTEN HAD TO POSTPONE TRIPS AND OTHER OFFICIAL 
DUTIES DUE TO PRESS OF CONSULAR BUSINESS. 

5. RESTORING VICE CONSULAR STATUS TO AMCONSULATE ORAN'S 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT WOULD ENSURE BETTER SERVICE TO 
PUBLIC AND HAVE ADDED ADVANTAGE OF PERMITTING CONSUL GREAT 
DEAL MORE FLEXIBILITY IN ARRANGING HIS OWN SCHEDULE TO MEET 
VARIOUS RESPONSIBILITIES OF POSITION. 
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